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But of course we cannot all expect to deal
with life on this high-handed scale. The
question is what most of us, who feel our-
selves sadly limited, incomplete, fractious,
discontented, fitful, unequal to the claims
upon us, should do. If we have no sense of
eager adventure, but are afraid of life, over-
shadowed by doubts and anxieties, with no
great spring of pleasure, no passionate emo-
tions, no very definite ambitions, what are
we then to do ?

Or perhaps our case is even worse than
that; we are meanly desirous of comfort,
of untroubled ease, we have a secret love
of low pleasures, a desire to gain rather
than to deserve admiration and respect, a
temptation to fortify ourselves against life
by accumulating all sorts of resources, with
no particular wish to share anything, but
aiming to be left alone in a circle which we can
bend to our will and make useful to us; that
is the hard case of many men and women;
and even if by glimpses we see that there
is a finer and a freer life outside, we may
not be conscious of any real desire to issue
from our stuffy parlour.

In either case our duty and our one hope
is clear; that we have got somehow, at all